
Week	  5	  –	  Joshua	  	  
	  

Deuteronomy 34:1-9 
1Then Moses went up from the plains of Moab to Mount Nebo, to the top of 
Pisgah, which is opposite Jericho, and the Lord showed him the whole land: 
Gilead as far as Dan, 2 all Naphtali, the land of Ephraim and Manasseh, all the 
land of Judah as far as the Western Sea, 3 the Negeb, and the Plain—that is, the 
valley of Jericho, the city of palm trees—as far as Zoar. 4 The Lord said to him, 
“This is the land of which I swore to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, saying, ‘I 
will give it to your descendants’; I have let you see it with your eyes, but you 
shall not cross over there.” 5 Then Moses, the servant of the Lord, died there in 
the land of Moab, at the Lord’s command. 6 He was buried in a valley in the 
land of Moab, opposite Beth-peor, but no one knows his burial place to this day. 
7 Moses was one hundred twenty years old when he died; his sight was 
unimpaired and his vigor had not abated. 8 The Israelites wept for Moses in the 
plains of Moab thirty days; then the period of mourning for Moses was ended. 
 
9 Joshua son of Nun was full of the spirit of wisdom, because Moses had laid 
his hands on him; and the Israelites obeyed him, doing as the Lord had 
commanded Moses. 
 
Joshua 1:1-9 
1 After the death of Moses the servant of the Lord, the Lord spoke to Joshua 
son of Nun, Moses’ assistant, saying, 2 “My servant Moses is dead. Now 
proceed to cross the Jordan, you and all this people, into the land that I am 
giving to them, to the Israelites. 3 Every place that the sole of your foot will tread 
upon I have given to you, as I promised to Moses. 4 From the wilderness and 
the Lebanon as far as the great river, the river Euphrates, all the land of the 
Hittites, to the Great Sea in the west shall be your territory. 5 No one shall be 
able to stand against you all the days of your life. As I was with Moses, so I will 
be with you; I will not fail you or forsake you. 6 Be strong and courageous; for 
you shall put this people in possession of the land that I swore to their ancestors 
to give them. 7 Only be strong and very courageous, being careful to act in 
accordance with all the law that my servant Moses commanded you; do not turn 
from it to the right hand or to the left, so that you may be successful wherever 
you go. 8 This book of the law shall not depart out of your mouth; you shall 
meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to act in accordance 
with all that is written in it. For then you shall make your way prosperous, and 
then you shall be successful. 9 I hereby command you: Be strong and 
courageous; do not be frightened or dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you 
wherever you go.” 
	  
How	  might	  have	  this	  passage	  equipped	  the	  original	  audience	  for	  mission?	  
How	  might	  this	  passage	  equip	  the	  current	  reader	  for	  missional	  living?	  



We	  know	  that	  from	  the	  book	  of	  Numbers,	  many	  of	  the	  Israelites	  never	  got	  
to	  reach	  the	  Promised	  Land.	  In	  this	  passage,	  Moses	  himself,	  the	  leader	  of	  
God’s	  people	  dies	  having	  just	  put	  eyes	  on	  the	  very	  promise	  of	  God.	  40	  years	  
of	  desert	  living	  and	  never	  a	  taste	  of	  the	  Promised	  Land.	  Does	  it	  bother	  you	  
that	  much	  of	  Israel	  never	  got	  to	  experience	  the	  culmination	  of	  God’s	  
promise?	  Why	  or	  why	  not?	  
	  
Several	  times	  in	  this	  passage	  the	  people	  are	  commanded	  to	  be	  strong	  and	  
courageous.	  What	  does	  strength	  look	  like	  in	  this	  passage?	  What	  does	  
courage	  look	  like	  in	  this	  passage?	  What	  about	  your	  life,	  how	  is	  God	  calling	  
you	  to	  be	  strong	  and	  courageous?	  	  
	  
Emmanuel	  has	  a	  long	  history	  of	  trying	  to	  be	  faithful	  to	  God’s	  missional	  call.	  
Every	  church	  attempts	  to	  listen	  to	  God’s	  leading	  and	  enjoy	  the	  graces	  of	  
God’s	  unfolding	  promises	  of	  abundant	  life	  in	  Jesus.	  In	  this	  passage,	  we	  see	  
the	  baton	  handed	  off	  to	  Joshua	  and	  eventually	  it	  is	  an	  entirely	  new	  
generation	  that	  benefits	  from	  the	  labors	  of	  Moses’	  generation.	  In	  what	  
ways	  has	  Emmanuel	  had	  faithful	  generations	  obeying	  God’s	  voice	  for	  the	  
benefit	  of	  us	  here	  now?	  In	  what	  ways	  are	  we	  willing	  to	  be	  faithful	  so	  that	  
generations	  that	  come	  after	  us	  will	  experience	  God’s	  promises	  in	  ways	  
that	  might	  be	  even	  more	  full	  than	  we	  experience	  now?	  	  
	  
What	  can	  we	  do	  as	  a	  church	  now	  that	  requires	  strength	  and	  courage	  but	  
benefits	  those	  that	  will	  come	  after	  us?	  
	  
	  
	  


